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Forward to the Second Edition  2011 

 

Since the first edition of this book was published in 2008 additional facts have come to 

light.  The recently uncovered information fills in some of gaps in the lives of the 

Frederick and Lewis families.  I wish to acknowledge help from Keith Bassett of Heritage 

Genealogy.  Keith first alerted me to the mental health issues Sarah Lewis (nee Frederick) 

experienced in her old age. Keith has also suggested possible paternal grandparents for 

Ann Reffin extracted from Phillmoreôs marriage records in Leicestershire.   I can 

recommend a visit to the Sheens family history he is working on at  

http://heritagegenealogy.com.au/Sheens/index.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book and the accompanying documents are published on 

http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hindmar/ 

 

Please check the website for the latest version of this publication

http://heritagegenealogy.com.au/Sheens/index.htm
http://freepages.family.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hindmar/
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Introduction  
 

This is the story of the family of Alfred Byrnes and Constance Rhoda Lovell.  The Byrnes, 

Frederick and Lewis families settled on the flood plain of the Nepean River in the area known 

as Castlereagh.  The Lovell family had a close affinity with the country town of 

Coonabarabran, which is situated on the banks of the Castlereagh River. 

 

This book traces the arrival of the Byrnes, Frederick, Lewis and Lovell families in Australia 

and then gives a brief history of their children and their childrenôs families. 

 

The first hundred years of the history have been covered extensively in two family histories.  

"A Byrnes Book" written by Pat Curry in 2000 and  "A Barnes from Bloxham" written by 

Edith Plenty.  The first part of this history will draw heavily of the work of these two family 

historians.  The emphasis of the book will be on the direct line of Alfred and Constance.  If the 

reader wishes to look at the wider family, I suggest they refer to the two previously mentioned 

books. Additional information is from my own research or from correspondence with Pat 

Curry.   I wish to acknowledge Patôs generous assistance with this project and I believe she is 

hoping it will correct a few inaccuracies, relating to David Byrnes, which cropped up in her 

book.  

 

The second hundred years are mostly from my own research and from the stories of many 

members of the family who have shared some of their family history. 

 

I undertook this project as a way of passing on my research.  When I started to write this 

history I realised that there were still gaps in the story.  As a result I undertook further research.  

This meant that this project took much longer than I first anticipated (and promised) but I 

believe the information is much more complete for the longer wait. 

 

There are still gaps in this history and I apologise for any mistakes, omissions and other errors. 
 

 

 

Source: The 

Daily 

Telegraph,  

Monday Nov 

17, 2003 p 55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ann Reffin may have spent time on a Hulk awaiting transportation to Australia 
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Ancestry Chart 

 Christopher 

Frederick 

B ca 1762 

D 25 Mar 1852 
Arr Aust  1803 

"Glatton" 

Mary ? 

B ca 1762 
D 17 Dec 1852 

Arr Aust  1803 

"Glatton" 

Sarah Frederick 

B ca 1787 

D 27 Apr 1871 
Arr Aust  1803 

"Glatton" 

George Lewis 

B ca 1773 

D 5 Dec 1857 
Arr Aust  1802 

"Coromandel" 

Samuel Byrnes 
B 13 May 1827 

D 4 Sep 1917 

Born Aust 

Eliza (Ann) Lewis 
B 16 Mar 1825 

D 1851-1854? 

Born Aust 

David Burns 

B ca 1768 
D 25 Mar 1848 

Arr Aust  1800 

"Friendship" 

Ann Reffin 

B 27 Jan 1783 
D 26 July 1839 

Arr Aust  1804 

"Experiment" 

M 4 Jul 1808 

M 23 Dec 1810 

M 24 Mar 1846 

Alfred Byrnes 
B 2 Aug 1851 

D 26 Aug 1907 

Born Aust 

Thomas Lovell 

B 14 Nov 1797 

Mary (Knibb)? 

B 1801 

Jonathan Lovell 

Chr 4 Feb 1827 
D 27 Jan 1893 

Arr  1856 "Robert 

Small" 

Elizabeth Barnes 

Chr 3 Feb 1828 

D 13 Jul 1890 
Arr 1856 "Robert 

Small" 

Constance Rhoda 
Lovell 

Chr 30 Sep 1855 

D  17 Mar 1937 
Arr 1856 "Robert 

Small" 

M ca 1848 

M 4 May 1875 

Rosetta Elizabeth May 

1876-1937 
Jessie Evelyn 1878-1932 

Grace Florence 1879 - 

1966 
Ernest Edwin 1881- 1946 

Laura Beatrice 1883 - 

1925 

Leslie Henry 1885 -1961 

Emma Gertrude 1887 - 

1967  
George Lovell 1889 - 

1979 

Ivy Matilda 1892 - 1969 
Walter Stanley 1894 -

~1978 

Alfred Roy 1897 -1970 
Constance Victoria 1897 

-1985 

Francis Bruce 1900 -1967 

Ancestry Chart 
of 

Alfred Byrnes 

and 

Constance Rhoda 

Lovell 

M 1824 

Joseph Barnes 

Chr 26 Jun 1795 

Mary Clifton 

Chr 19 Mar 1802 

John Barnes 

Elizabeth Wilkins 

John Clifton 

Hannah Clifton 

M 26 Oct 1791 

M 17 Jan 1798 

M 24th Jul 1820 

John Ralphon 

C 23 Jun 1753 

Ann Ward 

M 29 Sep 1780 

Thomas Lovel 

 

Marey (Fortnam) 

M 1794 

William Knibbs 

 

Ann (Fardon)? 

M 1801 

John Ralphin 

Mary Middleton 

M 26 Dec. 1741 
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Part 1 The Early Years  1800- 1900 
 

To follow the information about the family it will be useful to refer to the Ancestral chart for 

Alfred Byrnes and Constance Lovell.  To follow the story it is also important that you realise 

that spelling in the 1700ôs and 1800ôs was very variable.  Often the poor people were unable to 

read and write.  Even the spelling of their names was not consistent; it was dependent on the 

scribe.  The Byrnes name was recorded variously as Burns, Burne, Byrns and Byrnes. The 

Reffin name was variously written as Reffin, Ruffian, Raphin, Griffin.   
 

Chapter 1 Alfred's Ancestry 
 

David Burns/Byrnes, Alfredôs paternal Grandfather 
 

Little is known about David Burns' early life or about his Irish roots.  There is some belief that 

his family may have originally come from Scotland.  David was born about 1768.  There is 

evidence of a David Burns in the Londonderry Militia in Northern Ireland, who lived in 

Londonderry, possibly with a wife and six children. 

 

The first written record showing David Burnsô name is a 1796 Muster Roll for the 16
th
 or 

Londonderry Regiment of Militia which David joined sometime after April 1795.  He was 

almost certainly conscripted as it is believed that Militia service was compulsory.  The Roll
1
 

shows David as 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no record of David for the next two years until 1798.  Deserters were often sent back 

to their regiment.  It is possible that David deserted in 1796, was returned to his regiment and 

then deserted again in 1798 not long before he was shipped to Australia.  Later documentation, 

namely a petition from a wife, indicates that David Burns was taken to Celbridge (12 miles out 

of Dublin) where he was probably tried and sentenced.  From there he went to Dublin to be 

lashed and then he was sent aboard the convict ship Friendship.  Ten months passed between 

the date of his sentence and the date the ship sailed from Cork on 24 August 1799
2
. 

 

This following letter was probably prepared for David's first wife by an agent who would use a 

standard letter and fill in the details according to the criteria, hoping this would give the 

applicant the best chance of success.  This petition was dated 27 August 1799.  It was posted in 

the market town of Magherafelt, 30 miles southwest of Londonderry City, in the County of 

Londonderry.  It was sent to Lord Cornwallis, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
 

This petition was too late.  It was written 3 days after the ship had sailed.   

Note the term bedral in the following document has caused interest.  It is probably from a 

Scottish word meaning bedridden or unable to leave the bed. 

                                                           
1
 Public Records Office, London, document WO13/3039 ï Munster Roll, Londonderry Regiment of Militia 

2
 Davidôs trial date was recorded as 22 October 1798 in Australian records but this is most probably an estimated 

date since no indent was made for the Friendship II when it came to Australia.  It wasnôt until six years later 

than an indent was drawn up.  It is for this reason that no one is really sure of the crimes of most of the convicts 

on the Friendship II and many were simply assumed to have been political prisoners eg rebel ñUnited Irishmenò.  

Not all of the prisoners aboard the Friendship II or the Minerva may have undergone a trial.  The British 

Government preferred deporting or exiling political prisoners to Botany Bay rather than risk having them 

martyred if they were hung.  

MUSTER ROLL  

LONDONDERRY MILITIA  

1 APRIL TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1796 

 

Entry:  

 David Burns deserted 24
th

 September 
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To the Honorable Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and 

Commander of all His Majesties forces in Ireland. 
 

 

Honoured Nobleman 

 

Pardon my Boldness in addressing You on this occasion But were yr. Lordship to 

know my Distressed Situation of six Children destitute of their father I trust in 

god it would produce pity in the Breast of so great a Nobleman.  My Husband 

Enlisted in the Londonderry Militia under Colonel Connally and had the 

misfortune to Desert as I am a Bedral & his Children were in a manner starving 

was it not for the providence of god and Goodness of Christians.  He was 

afterwards taken & sent to Cellbridge and there sentenced to be lashed which 

punishment he underwent in Dublin & afterwards sent aboard the french ship of 

London Commanded by Captain Reed Now Lying in the cove of Cork and you 

are the great Governor of this Kingdom to you and god I apply for my Husband's 

Releasement from Confinement to his Distressed family whose situation is 

Deplorable and Wholely depending on Yr benevolence which I Implore & Yr. 

Hnr. To excite. 

 

I had the presumption to write to your Honr. Before but always thought you had 

Not Received the letter as I Depend on your pity & Charity to a poor and 

Deplorable object But Now I trust in the Almighty you'll Receive this & may God 

of his infinite Goodness apply Reward you for the many Acts of Charity the 

people has experienced Since your coming to Govern this island.  The unhappy 

prisoner's name is David Burns Lieutenant Colonel's company of the 

LondnDerry Militia, and it was no Disloyalty Caused him to Desert it was my 

Distress & his poor families which was the Cause for in every point he was ready 

to show his loyalty & Support the protestant Cause. Oh pardon I Crave from you 

as I expect pardon form God & you for the Great Insolence I have in addressing 

a man so high in station which always marked with the greatest humanity and 

Benevolence I now once more for the Great Redeemers sake ask his pardon from 

you as you soon Can liberate him from the prision ship & Restor him once more 

to Little family & as in duty I shall every pray The prosperity of Yr Illustrious 

family shall be the Constant wish of a true Protestant. 

 

I always trust a Branch of Yr Noble family may rule & Govern this kingdom and 

if my prayers may avail it shall not be wanting for you & Yr Noble lady & I trust 

his Releasemt. May be a treasure for you in Heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Authorôs Note I have not seen the original of this letter.  I have taken it from Patricia 

Curryôs book ñA Byrnes Book 1800-2000ò.  A copy of the original is held in the State 

Paper Office, Dublin, Ireland.  Document no. 1799/106. 
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David journeyed to Australia aboard the Friendship
3
 under Master Hugh Reed.  This was the 

smallest of a convoy of ships bound for Australia, sailing sternmost because of her lack of 

speed.  The journey to Australia took 176 days.  Nineteen of the 133 prisoners on the 

Friendship died on the journey.  This ship arrived in Port Jackson on 16 February 1800. 

 

The voyage seems to have been without incident in respect to convict unrest. Among the 

convicts on board the Friendship were a few men from the gentlemen class.  The shipôs Master 

attributed their gentlemanly influence to having made the voyage trouble free. 
éthe demur of the convicts was such that he had not occasion, during the whole passage, to inflict the 

slightest punishment, in a word, that such as were before gentlemen, however mistaken and misled, 

supported by their behaviour on board their claims to that character, and those who were not so, 

seemed determined by the propriety and submission of their conduct, to make some atonement for 

their past offences.
4
 

 

The next trace of David records him in the 1802 Muster of convicts as a convict labourer. 

By 1805 he was living on land at Parramatta, which he claimed had been given to him by 

Governor King.  In the 1806 Muster of NSW, David is listed as David Burne, tailor, living at 

Parramatta.  Another convict Ann Ruffian is shown as living with him. 
 

Ann Reffin, Alfredôs paternal Grandmother  
 

Ann Reffin arrived in Port Jackson from England aboard the Experiment on 24 June 1804.  

Ann's surname underwent many spelling variations when it was recorded in the colony.  It is 

possible that she was born on 27
th
 January and Christened on 23

rd
 February 1783 at Walton on 

the Wolds.  If she is the Ann Reffin referred to in these 

English parish records, her parents were John and Ann 

Ralphon
5
.  It appears John (Ralphon) married Ann Ward at 

Prestwold on 29
th
 Sep 1780

6
.  It is possible that John 

Ralphon was the son of John Ralphin and Mary Middleton
7
 

who were married at Montsorrel, Leicestershire on 26 

December 1741
8
. The spelling of the Reffin name in 

England is variable showing in the earliest records as 

Ralphyn or Ralphin but it also appears as Reffin.  Prestwold 

and Walton on the Wolds are located in Leicestershire. (The 

word Wold refers to a tract of open rolling country) 

 

 

Ann was to be put on trial at Nottingham Assizes 

on 11
th
 March 1803 for a burglary at Ruddington.  

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
3
 This ship called the Friendship is not the same Friendship that was part of the First Fleet.  To distinguish 

between the ships the 1800 convict transport is usually referred to as Friendship II.  
4
 Bonwick Transcripts, Box 59, p 445/446, Mitchell Library  cited in Descent Vol 18, Society of Australian 

Genealogists, Sept 1988 p 122  
5
 International Genealogical Index (IGI) Batch No P020461 

6
 Phillimore's Marriages - Prestwold, including Burton on the Wolds and Cotes 1560 to 1837, 

http://leicestershireparishrecords.blogspot.com/2010/05/phillimores-marriages-prestwold.html 
7
 IGI Batch Number  C03469-2 

8
 Phillimore's Marriages - Rothley 1562 to 1837  (marriage at Montsorrel) 

http://leicestershireparishrecords.blogspot.com/2010_04_01_archive.html  
 

St Maryôs Walton le Wold built 1739  

The Nottingham Shire Hall where the 

trials were held.  The Gaol was located 

behind the hall. 

http://leicestershireparishrecords.blogspot.com/2010/05/phillimores-marriages-prestwold.html
http://leicestershireparishrecords.blogspot.com/2010_04_01_archive.html
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 Ruddington is about 20km north of her suggested birthplace and it is not known how she came 

to move there, nor at this stage do we know what she stole. She was sentenced to be executed
i
.  

Two weeks later she was reprieved and sentenced to 7 years transportation.  Females were 

often given harsh sentences for minor crimes and then transported to help redress the 

imbalances of the sexes in the new colony. 
 

She spent some months waiting for transportation ï which was probably spent on the Hulks. 

She was put aboard the Experiment, which left England on 4
th
 December 1803.  There were 2 

male and 136 female convicts on board.  It was damaged in a storm, returned to port and set out 

again on 2 January 1804 and took 173 days to reach Port Jackson but it could not dock for 3 

days due to adverse winds.   
 

Upon arrival in the colony the women were destined for the Female Factory from where they 

could be assigned to a position as a servant. Often the youngest and most attractive women 

would be selected by the military officers, then the remainder by non-commissioned officers 

and eventually by the ex-convict settlers who were allowed to have a female servant.  These 

servants were often involved in more intimate relationships with their masters.  If their services 

proved unsatisfactory they could be returned to the Factory.  David must have been well 

regarded by the authorities to be allowed a partner while he was still a convict.  It may also 

suggest that Annôs appearance was somewhat ordinary as she was not chosen by more highly 

ranked men. We have no other indication of her physical appearance. 
 

The First Byrnes family 
 

David Burns and Ann Reffin's first son, James Byrnes was born in 1806- possibly on 19
th
 

May
9
.  David appears to have been appointed a Petty Constable for the town of Parramatta in 

1806
10

 and a deposition he made in 1823, indicates that he may have been allocated some land 

at Parramatta by Governor King in 1807
11

. Colonel Patterson, who became Governor after 

Governor Bligh was overthrown in the Rum Rebellion of 1808, granted him a conditional 

pardon in 1809
12

. This pardon was revoked when Governor Macquarie was appointed in 1810. 

On February 4, 1810 their second child Ann Byrns was born.  On 11 March Ann Reffin's seven 

year sentence was completed and on 1 June 1810 she was issued with a Certificate of Pardon.
13

 
 

During 1810 David was reappointed as a Petty Constable for Parramatta
14

.  Constables were 

chosen to help keep order in the populace.  As you can imagine the population was largely 

made up of convicted criminals, and petty theft and more violent crimes were common.  The 

Constables were expected to help to keep public order and in return were given some privileges 

such as annual provision of clothes, food rations and early emancipation from their convict 

sentences.  During that year David also petitioned Governor Macquarie to reissue him with a 

pardon.  This was not granted and David made another petition in 1812.  This time he was 

successful.  On 31 January 1813 David Burns was again granted a Conditional pardon.
ii
   

 

Governor Macquarie did not approve of couples living together
iii

.  They were encouraged to 

marry
15

.  On 23
rd
 December 1810, David (Burns) and Ann (Griffin) were married by Banns in 

                                                           
9
   Birth date from his headstone at the Church of England Cemetery, Castlereagh 

10 State Records NSW: NRS 900, Fiche 3169; [4/1848, pp.74-5], Petition for mitigation of sentence, 19 Oct 1812, 

as David Burne  
11

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6056; [4/1765 p. 166], Sep 16 1823, David Burn cited as former land owner in Larken 

v Cavenagh dispute over land 
12

 SRNSW: NRS 1170, Reel 774, [4/4430, pp 41] 1809 
13 SRNSW: NRS 899, Reel 6038, [SZ758, p. 52], Notification of Ann Reffinôs Certificate of Freedom, 1810  
14

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6042, [9/2736, p 8], David Byrnes ï Petty Constable of Parramatta 1810  
15

 A convict sentence was considered to annul a prior marriage if it existed.  Thus Davidôs previous marriage in 

Ireland was no impediment to this marriage. 
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St John's Church, Parramatta.  The Rev Samuel Marsden performed the ceremony.  Both David 

and Ann signed with an X mark.
iv
  Marriage may have helped gain David his pardon. 

 

View of Parramatta 1819 
Joseph Lycett  from the Mitchell Library - Sydney 

 

St Johnôs Church is in the centre of the picture 
 

On 29 December their second son John Byrnes was born at Parramatta.  He was baptised at St 

John's Church of England on 30
th
 May 1814

v
. 

 

On June 1, 1815 Hester Burn (Esther) was born at Parramatta.  She was baptised on 10
th
 May 

1818
vi
.  The fifth child Catharine Sophia Burns was born 21

st
 March 1819 at Parramatta

vii
. 

 

On 13
th
 May 1826 Samuel Burns was born.  David was aged 56 and Ann 43 years old. 

Catharine and Samuel were baptised at St John's Church of England at Parramatta on 22 July 

1827. 
 

David had petitioned Gov Macquarie for land on June 18 1820
viii
. ñ50 acresò was written on the 

document but currently it is not known if any of this land never eventuated.   
 

There was a major problem with land grants in Parramatta around the 1820ôs; people were 

living on land which had not been formally granted to them. These people were required to 

formally apply for their land.  It took about three years and several court cases before the 

situation was sorted out.  
 

In June 1823 David was given a Lease for the land he had already occupied for many years
16

.  

It was situated on the south side of Campbell Street, Lot 39, Parramatta (opposite the present 

site of Westfields Parramatta).  It is possible, but currently unproven, that David may have had 

more land in the Parramatta region as Court records do mention that he had sold some land to 

Harper the Butcher
17

.   

                                                           
16

 SRNSW: NRS 13836, Reel 2704, [7/487, p 183]. 
17

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6056; [4/1765 p. 166], Sep 16 1823, David Burn cited as former land owner in Larken 

v Cavenagh dispute over land 
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Lot 39 Campbell St 

David Byrnes 

 

  
18

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some significant Byrnes family events in the following years. 

 

1827 David and Annôs eldest daughter, Ann, married William Jackson at Parramatta
ix
 

1830 Their eldest son, James married Harriett Nicholson at Parramatta
x
. 

1831 Ann & William Jacksonôs first son, John Jackson, was baptised at Parramatta
xi
. 

1832 Their daughter Esther married John Wilkinson at Parramatta
xii

. 

1833 Esther and John's first child John Wilkinson, was baptised at Cobbitty
xiii

 

1833 Their youngest daughter Catharine Sophia, married William Harris at Cobbitty
xiv

 

1834 Ann and William Jackson's second child, Mary Ann was baptised at Parramatta
xv

 

1835 Esther and John's second child, Sarah Wilkinson was baptised at Cobbitty
xvi

. 

1838 John Byrnes (second eldest son) marries Eliza Ablett At Cobbitty
xvii

 

1840 Catherine Sophia, daughter of John & Eliza was born at Castlereagh (19 Aug)
xviii

 

 

The 1836 Post Office directory records D Byrnes as living at Parramatta.  Land records in 

February1838 indicate that David bought a block of land adjoining his home in Campbell 

Street for £25
19

 and sold it in April for £7
20

.  One can only speculate as to why the selling price 

was so much smaller than the purchase price.  Because of the closeness of the purchase and 

sale dates it seems that it was a planned event and both contracts were lodged at the Lands 

office on the same date by the attorney John Armistead of Parramatta. 
 

It is currently unknown if David was ever granted ownership of the land at Parramatta he had 

held via a lease. I cannot locate a register of sale of the familyôs home in Campbell St 

Parramatta, (this may indicate that the lease was given up, but it should be noted, that at this 

time it was not compulsory for such land sale transactions to be officially recorded). This 

means we donôt know precisely when the family moved to Castlereagh but it was probably 

around 1839. Castlereagh is situated on the Nepean River, in the district of Evan.   
 

At this time David was aged around 71.  Ann, aged about 56, was probably in poor health as 

she died at Castlereagh in July 1839. At the time of her death their youngest son, Samuel was 

only 13.  The older children had left home and set up their families in the Bringelly and 

Cobbitty areas from 1833.   

                                                           
18

 SRNSW Fiche 3265; [4/7576 p 14] On return of allotments in the town of Parramatta  
19

 NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Book M, No 804; Joseph Hill Ward & Eliza his wife 

and David Byrnes 
20

 NSW DoL (Gen Reg of Deeds), Book M, No 807; David Byrnes and James Pike 
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It is not known exactly where the family set up in the Castlereagh area but is most probably not 

far from the present Wesleyan Methodist Church, in Castlereagh Road, Castlereagh. 

 

On 8 July 1838, Catharine Sophia Byrnes the wife of William Harris died at the age of 19 at 

Castlereagh
xix

.  On 19 May 1838 she had given birth to a daughter Rachael
xx

, who was baptised 

on the same day as her mother was buried - 10 July 1838
xxi

.  Ann Reffin died on 26 July 

1839
xxii

.  The records show her as Ann Ralphin or Ann Boyones (Byrnes with an Irish accent?), 

wife of David Burns late of Parramatta, Experiment.  The Church of England minister 

Reverend Henry Fulton buried her on 29
th
 July at the Christ Church Cemetery at Castlereagh.  

 

In 1841, Ann and William Jacksonôs youngest daughter, Caroline died at Castlereagh,
xxiii

.  It is 

not known why she was there as it is currently believed her parents were still residing at 

Parramatta.  The 1840/41 Census shows there were two families by the name of Byrne(s) living 

at Nepean
21

.  One house had 4 persons the other 8. Both families are Wesleyan Methodists.  It 

is difficult to match the statistical records in the census with the specific persons in each 

household.  
 

On 25 March 1848 David died at the age of 80
xxiv

.  He was buried in the same cemetery as his 

wife but the precise location is uncertain, as there are no surviving headstones. In October 2006 

a memorial plaque was placed in the general vicinity of the Byrnesô graves at the Christ Church 

cemetery at Castlereagh.  This plaque celebrated David Byrnes and Ann Reffin as the founders 

of the Castlereagh Byrnes family. 

Samuel Byrnes 1826 ï 1917  Alfredôs father 
 

Samuel was the youngest child of David and Ann Byrnes.  Born 13 May 1826 and baptised at 

St John's Church of England at Parramatta on 22 July 1827
xxv

.  The family moved from 

Castlereagh to Parramatta about 1839.  His mother, Ann died that year and it is possible that 

Samuel and his father lived with the eldest son James Byrnes.  Both sons were closely involved 

with the Wesleyan Methodist Church at Castlereagh.  Both became trustees of the Church in 

1847, the year before David died
22

.  Samuel was only 21 at the time. 
 

Samuel married Eliza Lewis on 24 March 1846 at Windsor when he was 20 years old
xxvi

.  Here 

are their signatures from their marriage records. 

 

They had four children, all born at Castlereagh. 
 

James Byrnes born  26 December  1846
xxvii

    

Samuel Byrnes 25 March  1848
xxviii

   

Emma Byrnes  25 September  1849
xxix

 

Alfred Byrnes  2 August   1851
23

  

                                                           
21

 SRNSW: NRS 1282, Reel 2222 [X949] pp 55 & 57, 1841 Census, Nepean.  
22

 Penrith Methodist Circuit Centenary Booklet 1861 ï 1961 quoted in Curry, P 2000, A Byrnes Book,  p 20 
23

 There are no official records of Alfredôs birth or of his motherôs death ï possibly the Church records were lost.          

This date of birth is from a little birthday book kept by his daughter Ivy. 

The Graves of James Byrnes and his wife Harriet 

at Christ Church Cemetery, Castlereagh.  David 

and Anneôs unmarked graves are believed to be 

close by (to the left) and the descendents have 

placed a plaque nearby.  
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Eliza died some time after Alfred's birth.  Oral history records it as being an accident with a 

sulky in a driveway.  There is no official record and it is not known where she was buried 

although it seems possible that it was in the Methodist Cemetery at Castlereagh since Samuel 

was a Trustee of the Church there. 
 

Samuel remarried on 7 March 1854.  His second wife was Eliza Gorman aged 18
xxx

.  Samuel 

and Eliza Gorman had nine children, all born at Castlereagh. 
 

Sarah Byrnes born  19 June  1855
xxxi

     

Maria Byrnes   2 April 1857
xxxii

 

George Byrnes 23 Jan    1862
xxxiii

     

Henry Byrnes   4 Sept  1863
xxxiv

 

Charles Gorman Byrnes  20 Aug  1865
xxxv

 

Edith Eliza Byrnes 17 May  1867
xxxvi

 

William Taylor Byrnes  21 July   1869
xxxvii

 

Annie Louisa Byrnes 12 Dec   1871
xxxviii

 

Percy Ambrose Byrnes    2 Sept  1875
xxxix

 

 

Samuel was also involved with the Salvation 

Army.  In the photo to the left, Samuel is 

wearing the Salvation Army uniform. In 1884 

Samuel donated the use of an old stable 

behind his shop in High Street for the use of 

the Salvation Army
24

.  It was known as the 

Glory (or Glo-ree) shop.  The Penrith branch 

of the Salvation Army was the 48
th
 Corps 

opened in Australia, apparently with the 

assistance of senior members of the Wesleyan 

Church.  Samuel kept his connection with the 

Salvation Army up until his death with the 

Salvation Army Officer, Ensign Evans, 

assisting the Methodist minister at Samuel's 

funeral.  

 

 

Samuel leased a farm at Lambridge.  Samuel farmed there as well as carting his produce to the 

Sydney markets on a regular basis.  All documents show him as a farmer until the 1880's.  In 

1885 he was recorded as having 6 acres with 5 horses, 2 cattle and 1 pig.
25

 

 

This map on the next page shows the location (shaded) of Samuel Byrnesô land at Lambridge
26

.  

Note the spelling of his surname.  The map may have been drawn as early as the 1850ôs when 

the land, owned by the McHenry family (who resided in England), was subdivided and rented 

out. Apparently McHenry left equal shares to his four children ï the shares were regarded as 

ñequally useable and earning equal rents overallò.  The land was locally administered by Robert 

Stuart Snr (an estate agent and surveyor) who managed the estate to provide income for the 

owners
27

. 
 

                                                           
24

 Nepean Times 19 Apr 1884, p2 c5 
25

 Parliamentary Return of Landholders 1885, District Windsor, Town Penrith, p 446. 
26

 Gyford GFB, A Beginnerôs Guide to the Lands Title Office, Guide no 1, Nepean District Archaeology Group 

1981 (revised 1986).  Original map held in Mitchell Library Sydney.  
27

 Information from Dr Carol Liston, UWS Lecturer at the Penrith History Conference held 8 Mar 2008. 
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Samuelôs dealerôs cart which he 

used between  Castlereagh, the 

goldfields and Sydney. 

(photo from Pat Curry) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñSurvey of Chapmanôs Grant Situate at Penrith and known as the Lambridge Estateò.  Surveyed April 1850  

Signed Edward Knapp. 
 

From 1883 onwards Samuel is shown as a hawker, a dealer or a storekeeper.  He had a store in 

High Street, Penrith and he also sold goods from a horse and cart in those years. 

 

During the gold rush Samuel used a team and cart to 

transport goods to the goldfields and returned with 

wool and other farm produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel with his youngest 

son Percy 
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In August 1891, the house and shop rented by Samuel Byrnes in High Street Penrith were 

burned down.  From newspaper reports he had underinsured the value of his stock, which was 

totally destroyed in the fire.  This would have been a severe blow to the family. The following 

article is an account of the fire that destroyed Samuel Byrnes' store. (The Nepean Times, 15
th
 

August 1891, p4, c5) 

 

 

Fire in High Street   
 

Between one and two o'clock on Tuesday morning the residents at the western end of High 

Street were aroused by cries of "Fire" and the sound of breaking in of doors, and on looking 

out they perceived that the six-roomed cottage and store of Messrs S & W Byrnes was in full 

blaze and nothing could prevent it and the two outhouses at the back from being consumed 

by the flames.  Mr Byrnes Snr informs us that he went to bed at the usual hour, leaving 

everything as he thought in perfect security, and when he woke about one o'clock there were 

no signs of fire or anything of the kind, and he dropped off to sleep again.  It seemed to him, 

however, that a short interval only elapsed before he was awoken by a choking sensation and 

jumping up he found the whole of the fore or shop portion of the building in a blaze and he 

only had time to call his son and daughter also residing on the premises.  Mrs. Byrnes who is 

an invalid being providentially away at Lemongrove at the time before the flames burst 

through the sitting room and sleeping apartments.  With great difficulty the father and son 

were enabled to remove some furniture from the sitting-room together with a number of 

books which Mr. Byrnes considered of great value, and then by dint of perseverance they 

succeeded in rescuing a number of domestic utensils etc from the rear of the establishment.  

The flames by this time had obtained a strong hold, assisted doubtless by the large number of 

bottles of oil, tin of kerosene, and other combustible material with which the place was 

stored, and all that the large number of spectators congregated could do was to stand by and 

watch the structure rapidly consume, together with the adjacent scullery and outhouses 

already mentioned.  The loss is a most serious one to Mr Byrnes who, starting in a very 

humble manner, has gradually built up a small but very flourishing trade, and to use his own 

expression "the shop was full of goods that you couldn't find room for another hundred-

weight of flour."  In fact with the exception of some tobacco and candles, which the owner 

intended going to Sydney the next day to purchase, the shop was packed with every variety 

of merchandise, and Mr. Byrnes prided himself that he had enough to last a long time.  For 

example, he estimated his stock of tea at little less than forty pounds, and he had several 

cases of tinned meat for which there is good demand just now by the labourers at Glenbrook 

worth about one pound each, so it will be seen that though his stock was insured by the 

Phoenix Insurance Company for 150 pounds, something like 400 pounds of goods was stored 

on the premises.  The 50 pounds insurance on the furniture will also come very far short of 

the value.  The house which was leased from Mr Francis Woodriff for a term of years was a 

substantial one, having been added to, and improved considerably by the present leasee.  We 

have been unable to ascertain definitely whether or not it was insured, but from what we can 

learn, we believe it was not. 
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After the fire Samuel took action in the local debts courts to have outstanding store accounts 

paid.
28

  He obviously had to be very careful of his finances after such a disaster. 
 

In 1895 Samuel is recorded as living in Lemongrove Road, Lemongrove.  On 7 March 1904 

Samuel and Eliza Byrnes celebrated their golden Wedding Anniversary with a large family 

party.  
 

Eliza Gorman Byrnes died on 18
th
 December 1910

xl
 at Lemongrove, Penrith NSW she is buried 

in the Methodist Church Cemetery at Castlereagh. 
 

On 20
th
 March 1913 Samuel marries Ellen Nicholas

xli
.  Samuel 

and Ellen lived in Ellen's home at Cambridge Park, near Penrith. 
 

On 4
th
 September 1917 Samuel Byrnes died

xlii
. He was aged 91, 

although his death registration gives 89.  His parents were also 

incorrectly listed as James Byrnes and Ann (unknown).  This 

was perhaps an attempt to hide his convict ancestry.  (James 

Byrnes MP from Parramatta was a person of high standing in the 

community).  
 

Samuel is buried in the Methodist Church Cemetery at 

Castlereagh.  His third wife Ellen died in 1931.  She is buried at 

Penrith General Cemetery. 
 

The gravestone was erected by Ellen, and the message says 

Husband and Wife together lay 

In this little bed of clay 

 

It is not known for sure which wife the message refers to but it is probably Eliza Gorman. 

 

Samuel's obituary in the Nepean Times dated 15 September 1917 

 

                                                           
28

 Nepean Times, 15 Aug 1891, p5, c3 

DEATH OF A PIONEER 

 

We regret to have to record the death, at his late residence, Cambridge park, on Tuesday 

of last week, of Mr Samuel Byrnes, one of the oldest and more notable of the older 

generation of residents of the Nepean District, whose death, in fact, at the patriarchal age 

of 89 years and 4 months, removes another of that fast vanishing brand of the early 

pioneers of the far distant past from the arena of mundane life and endeavour. 
 

The late Mr Byrnes was a native of Parramatta, the year of his birth being 1828, and, in 

recalling the memories of his famous old natal town in the twenties, Mr Byrnes was wont 

to cant over again the quaint lines of a poet of the older epoch, viz 
 

I'm thinking again of the Annual Regatta, 

 And Rickitty Dick O, and old Billy blue, 

And the trips by the Emu to see Parramatta, 

 Where we pulled the ripe plums off the trees as they grew; 

And the orange groves running right down to the water, 

 Where the boatman were calling so jaunty and free- 

The tide's on the ebb, and the wind's in right quarter, 

 And now is your time if you're bound for the quay. 
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 (Authorôs note:  the grave is at the Methodist Cemetery Castlereagh, not Kingswood) 

 

Mr Byrnes attended the Primary School at Parramatta in his early boyhood, and came to 

Castlereagh with his parents in his twelfth year.  His youthful contemporaries of that early 

epoch of the thirties and forties were of that grand sturdy type of settlers of the primary 

industries of the Penrith and Castlereagh districts, and included such men as the late Messrs. 

Joseph Single; "Toby" Ryan (ex MLA), John Colless, John Jackson, Wm Wright, Robert 

Robertson (deceased) and Messrs. T O Smith (ex MLA Nepean), M Long (ex Mayor of 

Penrith), Thos Field and others who are yet though approaching the patriarchal gate of age, 

very much alive. 
 

Mr Byrnes' early farm at Castlereagh (Mt Pleasant), is now occupied by Mr Purcell, and is 

one of the best holding in that favoured patrimony of production.  In the years prior to the 

coming of the railway, Mr Byrnes, like his neighbours, carted his hay, cereals, and general 

farm products to the Sydney markets per the newly formed Sydney Road (which was then, 

like the curate's proverbial egg, "good and bad in patches"), doing the journey frequently in 

a day, getting to 'Paddy's market", Sydney, about dusk, after starting from home 

(Castlereagh) at 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning.  The conditions of those times precluded the 

generation of any such "luxurious" idea amongst the farmers or other sections, as a "strike" 

or other such disturbance, and even the application of the 8-hour day was as unknown as it is 

in the firing line of the present day.  
 

On the breaking out of the great western goldfields, the late Mr Byrnes entered in to the 

adventurous and profitable business of carrying between the metropolis and the digging.  He 

conveyed, per horse teams, supplies of provisions, timber and other building materials 

merchandise &c., to the outback centres, returning with wool and country produce to 

Sydney.  During the period he was now and again "interviewed" by one or other of the 

bushranging gangs then "doing business" under the ban of the law, and alike, regardless of 

the conventions and rights of society to its own property; but by exercise of his native tact 

and optimistic outlook, Mr Byrnes generally contrived to escape "victimisation" by 

Messieurs the Bushrangers. 

 

Deceased was a first class judge of horses, of any type, an infallible judge, in fact, and his 

judgement was often solicited by neighbours and acquaintances in purchasing either 

draughts or hacks, or ponies.  Mr Byrnes was of a genial, jocular disposition, and his golden 

maxim was never to meet trouble half way, or to permit difficulties to daunt one's spirit, or 

cloud his hopes.  In later years Mr Byrnes had been residing at Cambridge Park, and almost 

up to the last took a lively interest in affairs. 

 

Deceased had married three times, his first wife being Miss Elizabeth Lewis, of Castlereagh, 

of which marriage there were four children, of whom two survive, viz Mr Jas Byrnes, 

Richmond Road and Mrs H Sheens, Castlereagh.  Of Mr Byrnes' second marriage, viz to 

Miss Eliza Gorman of Castlereagh, (deceased), the following survive: Messers H Byrnes, 

Station Street Penrith; William, Sydney; Percy, Henry Street Penrith; and Mesdames 

Pullman (Lemongrove), E Hollier (Newtown, Sydney), and J Kirkness (Seven Hills).  Mr 

Byrnes is also survived by his third wife. 

 

The interment was in the Methodist Cemetery, Kingswood on Thursday afternoon, 6
th
 

September, Rev J Tarn officiating, assisted by Ensign Evans, Salvation Army.  The two 

favourite hymns of the deceased - "Rock of Ages" and "Sweet Bye and Bye", were sung at 

the graveside.  The funeral arrangements were conducted by Mrs J Price and Son. 
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In addition to the 35 grandchildren from his marriage to Eliza Lewis, Samuel Byrnes also had 

60 grandchildren from his second marriage to Eliza Gorman. 

 

The children of Samuel Byrnes and Eliza Lewis  
 

Eliza Lewis died not long after the birth of her youngest son Alfred in 1851.  Her four children 

were brought up by their father and his second wife Eliza Gorman.  Eliza Gorman came from a 

very religious family with strong ties to Methodism and Samuel was also very involved with 

the church.  The children from the first marriage seemed to rebel against this strict upbringing 

and both James and Alfred became involved in the hotel trade, which would certainly have 

been against the rules of the strict form of Methodism followed by some of the children from 

Samuelôs second marriage. 

James Byrnes (1846 -1921) 

James married 19-year-old Catherine Dowling (Dolan) on 2
nd

 August 1869
xliii

.  He was a 

farmer when he married.  He joined the police force soon after.  From 1874 - 1881 James was 

appointed as a mounted Constable of the North Eastern Districts of NSW.  He bought land at 

Nambucca.  In 1882 he took a lease of the Victoria Hotel at Nambucca.  In 1884-5 James was 

the licensee of the hotel at Smithtown near Kempsey, after which he also owned hotels in 

Nambucca and Nambucca Heads
29

. 
 

James and Catherine Byrnes had nine children.  James died on 27
th
 Nov 1921 at Macksville

xliv
. 

Samuel Byrnes (1848 - 1883) 

Born on the 25
th
 March 1848

xlv
, he never married.  He died at Penrith on 28 March 1883 aged 

35 from the effects of sunstroke.  The following notice appeared in the Nepean Times 
 

We regret to record the death of Mr Samuel Byrnes which took place at his 

parentôs residence, High Street, Penrith, on Thursday morning, from the 

effects of sunstroke. Deceased was suffering for three weeks, though died 

rather unexpectedly.
30

 
 

 He was living with his brother Alfred at Box Ridge for a short time around 1878, as his name 

appeared on the electoral roll for that area. 

Emma Byrnes (1849 - 1927) 

Emma was born on 25
th
 September 1849

xlvi
 at Castlereagh.  In June 1871

xlvii
 she married Henry 

Sheens at her father's house at Castlereagh.  They had 13 children all born at Castlereagh.  

Henry died on 6
th
 July 1921

xlviii
 at Castlereagh and Emma died 

on 26
th
 December 1927

xlix
.  Both are buried in the Methodist 

Church Cemetery at Castlereagh. 

Alfred Byrnes (1851 ï 1907)  

There is no record of Alfred Byrnes birth, his daughter Ivy 

gives it as 2
nd

 August 1851 and his marriage certificate shows 

he was born at Castlereagh near Penrith.  His mother died 

before his third birthday and he was brought up by his 

stepmother Eliza Gorman.  

 
31

 

                                                           
29

 Curry, P 2000, A Byrnes Book, p 44 
30

 Nepean Times, 31
st
 March 1883, p2,c2 

31
 Alfredôs signature from his marriage certificate. 
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Alfred married Constance Rhoda Lovell on 4
th
 May 1875

l
 at Coonabarabran where he was 

stationed as a Police Constable. Coonabarabran is located on the Castlereagh River near the 

Warrumbungles in north western NSW.  He had previously worked as a miner in the Bathurst 

area until May 1874, when he followed his brother James into the Mounted Police.  From his 

police records his description was given as 5ô9½ò, Grey eyes, Brown hair and dark 
complexion.

32
  

     

Alfred resigned from the Police service on 13
th
 Sept 1875.  Constance and Alfred then took 

over the lease of the Box Ridge Inn near Coonabarabran.   
 

On19th July 1876, Alfred was charged with Perjury and he attended the Quarter Sessions Court 

in Dubbo on 8
th
 August 1876

33
.  He was found Not Guilty and discharged but in a document 

from 1878 he says the experience cost him £96
34

.  Currently there is no more detail on the case 

because the actual court records appear to be lost.  The perjury charge may have eventuated 

from his previous work as a policeman but the truth is not yet known.   
 

In 1878 he was declared bankrupt owing £175.10.4
35

.  From the bankruptcy records it appears 

that Alfred rented the Box Ridge Inn from his father-in-law, Jonathan Lovell, for £50 per year. 

He attributed his losses to the pressure of creditors and the failure of a crop from a few acres 

attached to the Inn, due to drought and kangaroos. It appears the Hotel was averaging weekly 

income of about £2 and Alfred had built up £233.19.6 in debts which could be offset against 

£58.9.2 in assets.  His major creditors were offered 10¾ pence in the pound and some of his 

creditorsô claims, including that of his father-in-law, were disallowed.   
 

Sometime after this event the Byrnes family returned to the Castlereagh (Cranebrook) area near 

Penrith to take up farming. In 1884 Alfredôs house at Castlereagh was used as a polling place 

for the Council elections
36

.   
 

ñThe polling booth at Castlereagh was very convenient and Mr Alf Byrnes 

treated the officials right royally as did Mr James Smith at Mulgoa.ò 
 

There were 120 people who voted at Castlereagh which was about 10% of the total Penrith 

electorate.  (Only men were allowed to vote and not all men were eligible, it was usually 

landholders or men paying over a certain amount in rent who could vote.) 
 

In the electoral roll for 1902 Alfred Byrnes (labourer) and Constance Rhoda Byrnes (home 

duties) were registered as living at Cranebrook.  By this time women were allowed to vote and 

the property restrictions were no longer in force. 
 

Constance and Alfred had 13 children (who survived), including a set of twins.  
 

Rosetta Elizabeth May  born  10 Nov   1876 at Coonabarabran
li
 

Jessie Evelyn       born  22   May  1878 at Coonabarabran
lii

 

Grace Florence      born    8  Sep  1879 at Penrith
liii

 

Ernest Edwin    born    3  Aug  1881 at Penrith
liv

 

Laura Beatrice      born  22  Dec   1883 at Penrith
lv
 

Leslie Henry        born 2  Sep    1885 at Penrith
lvi

 

Emma Gertrude       born  30  Sep   1887 at Penrith
lvii

 

George Lovell       born  11  Nov  1889 at Penrith
lviii

  

Ivy Matilda         born  13  Aug  1892 at Penrith
lix

  
                                                           
32

 SRNSW: NRS 10943, Reel 3043 [8/3251], Registers of Police, Service no 2397. 
33

 SRNSW: NRS 850, Returns of Criminal Cases 1870-87, [5/3034 p 27], 1876 
34

 SRNSW: NRS 13521, Insolvency Papers, Alfred Byrnes 1878, [2/9715] item 14205 
35

 Ibid 
36

 Nepean Times Saturday 16
th
 February 1884, p 2 
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Walter Stanley      born  26  Feb   1894 at Penrith
lx
  

Alfred Roy       born  26  Mar   1897 at Penrith
lxi

 twin 

Constance Victoria  born  26  Mar  1897 at Penrith
lxii

  twin 

Francis Bruce       born  17  Feb  1900 at Penrith
lxiii

 
 

The families of the twins Alfred Roy and Constance Victoria reported that there was an earlier 

set of twins who died.  This is supported by the fact there is one girl and one boy, deceased, 

reported on most of the other childrenôs birth certificates.  These children must have been 

either stillborn or died soon after birth because their birth was never recorded.  Their names 

were Alfred and Constance.  The second set of twins was named after them. 
 

In 1888 Alfred was involved in a dispute with John Purcell over rent payments, which was 

taken to the courts.
37

 Alfred was renting a farm at Castlereagh from John Purcell with a yearly 

rental of £34 per annum. £25 was due at the end of December 1887 and early in January the 

landlord applied for his money. Alfred asked for time to harvest his hay crop and sell it.  

Purcell had noticed that Alfred had about 5 tons of hay in a shed and a hay press.  Alfred seems 

to have done ña runnerò.  (I expect Alfredôs experience with his 1878 bankruptcy led him to 

attempt to salvage some of his property, rather than have it sold under bankruptcy conditions.) 

When Purcell went back for his rent the hay and press were gone as was the furniture in the 

house.  The court case resulted in Alfred being ordered to pay twice the value of the goods 

removed ï hay £12/10/-, Press £9 - £43, Court costs 7/4 and £2/2/- for professional costs and 

distress.  The alternative was 6 months in Parramatta gaol.   
 

Unfortunately the Penrith court records covering this period are not available so we have to 

rely on the newspaper report of the incident.  It is not really clear how much money Alfred 

would have to find.  Since there are no records of his admittance to Parramatta Gaol, it appears 

he must have found the money.  It is also not clear where the family moved to when they left 

Purcellôs property. 

 

I am not sure what Alfredôs occupation was in the time from 1888 to 1892 except at the time of 

George Lovell Byrnesô birth in November 1889 he gave his occupation as farmer at 

Castlereagh. By 1892, at the time of Ivyôs birth, the family was again living at Cranebrook and 

Alfred was working on the Railways.  There was a Railway Workshop in the Penrith area at 

that time.   
 

In 1893 Alfred was in another bit of legal trouble. On 

11
th
 March 1893 the following apology appeared in 

the Nepean Times.  We have no record of what the 

dispute was about. His earlier dealing with the court 

had proved costly and he obviously decided the cost 

of an apology in the newspaper was much cheaper. 
 

Alfred died on 26
th
 August 1907

lxiv
 of a Cerebral Haemorrhage, at the Nepean Cottage 

Hospital, Penrith and was buried the following day at the Methodist Cemetery Castlereagh. His 

obituary appeared in the Nepean Times on Saturday September 7
th
 1907. 

                                                           
37

 Nepean Times, 28 Jan 1888, p 6 

Beyond the Veil 

The death of Mr Alfred Byrnes last week came as a great surprise to his many friends and 

relatives.  He was a native of the district and the eldest son of Mr Samuel Byrnes of 

Lemmongrove Penrith.  He was an inmate of the Nepean Cottage Hospital for three weeks.  He 

leaves a widow and grown up family.  The remains were interred at the Methodist Cemetery 

Castlereagh.   
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The Lewis/ Frederick ancestry, Alfredôs maternal Grandparents 
 

Eliza Lewis, Alfredôs mother,  is the daughter of a convict, George Lewis, and a free settler, 

Sarah Frederick. 
 

George Lewis. Alfredôs maternal grandfather 
 

George Lewis was born about 1773. 
 

The following account is the result of a search in England to find more about George Lewis. 
 

"Because of the paucity of information about George Lewis in the Assize papers, I decided to 

visit the Kingston Record Office where in the Kingston Process Book commencing 1797 there 

was this entry in folio 329:- ó25.  George Lewis of Ewell labour for a Felony.  Found Guilty.  

Transported for seven years - and in meantime to be kept to hard labourô Dated 15
 
January 

1799. Pl (?pleaded) not guilty on Trial."
38

 
 

"The Quarter Sessions Papers (QS 2/6 Epiphany 1799) Kalendar stated "Prisoners committed 

since the last session.  George Lewis.  Committed the 13 October 1798 by R C Smith Esq., 

charged on the Oaths of Jane Bailey and others, with feloniously taking and carrying away, in 

the said county, divers pocket handkerchiefs, the goods and chattels of the said Jane." This 

volume is entitled "Kalendar of the Prisoners in the Custody of the Keepr of His Majesty's Gaol 

in and for the County of Surrey, and the House of Correction at Southwark, for the General 

Quarter Session of the Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, to be holden at Newington, in 

and for the said County, on Tuesday 14 January 1799.  James Trotter Esq. Sheriff."
39

 

George came to Sydney on Coromandel 1 arriving 13 June 1802.  He may have started at 

Norfolk Island as a convict of that name shows in the 1800-1802 Musters on the victualling 

book for Norfolk Island, however other information relating to the time this person was 

victualled does not correlate with the time of arrival of the Coromandel to Sydney. 

In 1806, George Lewis was recorded as a sawyer and had Elizabeth Colton, a former convict 

who arrived on the Speedy, living with him. 

On 4
th
 July 1808 when George was 35, 

he married Sarah Frederick, daughter of 

Christopher and Mary Frederick, in St 

Philip's Sydney
lxv

. Sarah was born about 

1783 in England.   

 

 

 
The first St Philip's (1798 - 1856) was built on 

what is, today, Lang Park
40 

 

 

 

 

An interesting fact about this marriage came to light when a Lewis descendant applied for a 

marriage certificate for George and Sarahôs marriage. It appears that this marriage was never 

legal because the celebrant Mr E Abbott JP was not licensed to perform marriages.  It is 

                                                           
38

 Kingston Process Books commencing 1787 folio 329/ 25 
39

 The Quarter Sessions Papers (QS 2/6 Epiphany 1799) 
40

 http://www.stphilips-sydney.org.au/  

http://www.stphilips-sydney.org.au/
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unknown why a JP rather than a church minister was conducting marriage services at St Philips 

in 1808.  This was a time of turmoil in the colony. The Rum Rebellion had taken place in 

January 1808 when Governor Bligh was overthrown by Officers of the NSW Corps.  It is 

possible that many of the normal practices of the colony were disturbed at this time and this 

could be one such instance.   

 

In January 1809 George Lewis was taken to Court over theft of a Government pitt saw.  

He had borrowed it from an acquaintance.  He was lucky that his case was dismissed and 

he was only given a reprimand
41

. If he was convicted of stealing it could have resulted in 

him being gaoled and would have caused great difficulty to his family. 

 

The following account appears in 1809 in the Sydney Gazette & NSW Advertiser 21
st
 May 

1809.
42

   

ñThe house of George Lewis, a sawyer, at the upper end of Pitt's Row, was broken 

into on the night of yesterday se'nnight, and robbed of every valuable it contained; 

among which was the whole of his wife's wearing apparel and child-bed linen, the 

loss of which much heightens the calamity, owing to the poor woman's near 

approach of her accouchement and the want of means to re-establish her little 

wardrobe.ò (Note: Pittôs Row later became Pitt Street). 
 

Their first child George Lewis was born on August 2 1809.  He died on June 26 1811 not long 

after she had given birth to twin boys in April. 

 

In 1813 George Lewis took Thomas Allwight to court for payment of £15 on promissory notes.  

George Lewis won with £13.10.0 damages and court costs of £2.0.4
43

. 

 

By the 1814 Muster, the Lewis family was reported as being off stores, this meant they were 

self-supporting, George was still listed as a sawyer.   
 

On 8
th
 October 1816 George Lewis was given a Land grant of 40 acres in lower Nepean by 

Governor Macquarie
44

. In 1817 George leased this land to Thomas Rose
45

 and in 1818 there is 

a record of him selling his former home in Pitt Street to William Fielder
46

.  In July 1818 the 

following appeared in the Sydney Gazette. 

 

NOTICE.-Any Person having Claims on the House and Premises No. 38, Pitt 

street, the Property of George Lewis, is requested to make present Application 

thereon to Mr. Solicitor Moore, George Street
47

. 

 

There is no mention of amounts of money in either the lease Deed or the sale.  The lease to 

Rose must have been only for a short time (contrary to the written deed) because according to 

the 1822 Muster George had 20 acres of his land cleared and was growing Wheat, Maize, 

Barley and Peas/beans.  He also had 2 horses, 4 head of cattle and 21 hogs.  In the 1828 

Census, George, Sarah and 7 children were living on a farm at Evan (Castlereagh district).  
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They had 40 acres cleared and cultivated and 4 horses and 10 cattle.  It appears that George 

was a hard worker who achieved good results for his family and community.  

 

In 1821 George Lewis was named among those settlers who were each contributing 30 bushels 

of wheat to the Government stores.
48

 

 

George had two appearances at the Governorôs Court.  In 1822 he sued Henry Owens for a sum 

of £20 for non-payment of moneys owing to George Lewis for work done for Henry Owens
49

.  

He won this case but a few months later he was sued by Simeon Lord Esquire
50

 (a Dealer and 

former convict) for a sum of £30 for the repayment of money lent and goods sold.  Each court 

appearance incurred costs in excess of £6, which was a large sum in those days. 
 

In the 1841 Census there were two entries for Lewis in the Castlereagh district.  The first was 

for an unnamed male Lewis between the ages of 21 and 45 who was single, born in the colony 

a Wesleyan Methodist farmer who was living in a wooden house.  This was perhaps Edward 

Lewis who had bought 5 acres from his grandfather, Christopher Frederick in 1837 for £30.
51

 
 

The second Lewis family is listed as G Lewis.  It had one female under 14 years of age, three 

males and one female between 14 and 21, one male and one female between ages 21 and 45, 

one female between 45 and 60 and one male over 60. Of the males one was married and four 

were single and for the females one was married and two were single.  Four of the males were 

born in the colony and one was classified as ñOther freeò.  Two of the females were born in the 

colony and one arrived free.  They were Wesleyan Methodists with five males involved in 

agricultural pursuits and three classified as ñOtherò.  They lived in a Wooden house.  From this 

profile it would seem certain that this represented George and his wife Sarah with six of their 

children.  The ages of the children do not exactly match up with the known birthdates of some 

of the children but mistakes such as this are not uncommon in census records.  One of their 

unmarried daughters does not appear to have been home when the census was taken. This was 

most likely to be Elizabeth (Betsey) Lewis aged about 20 who had gone to live with her aunt 

and uncle in Sydney Town in 1840. 
 

By 1850 George was not in good health.  There are records of a George Lewis making a 

number of visits to the Penrith district dispensary from 1850 to 1857 suffering from Psora 

senilis (Old age itch?)
52

 
 

In 1852 George sold a 20 acre portion of his land to his youngest son James Lewis.  It appears 

that James had been living on this land with George.  In exchange James and his heirs had to 

ñprovide sufficient or suitable diet or board or lodging clothing and maintenance  é for the 

term of his natural life and at his death to pay the expenses of his funeral.ò
53

  There was no 

mention of Georgeôs wife, Sarah Lewis, in these arrangements. 

 

This lack of provision for Sarah puzzled me but it has come to light that Sarah was suffering 

from some form of senile dementia.  In 1853 she was gaoled for two weeks for wandering 

about on the Western Road at Parramatta.  We donôt know what she was doing at Parramatta or 

where she was living at that time.  She was declared a Lunatic and committed to the Tarban 

Creek Lunatic asylum.  In January 1854 George and two of his sons applied to have Sarah 
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returned to live with her husband.  She was described thus ñshe is the most harmless being in 

existenceò
54

 and ñthe case of insanity is of a very harmless characteró55.  However by August 

1855 her family appealed to have her readmitted to the asylum
56

.  After a brief stay at the 

Tarban Creek asylum she was moved to the Parramatta Asylum later in 1855 and remained 

there until December 1858 when her sister Mary Sims petitioned for Sarah to come and live 

with her in Petersham
57

.  
 

George died 5th December 1857 at Castlereagh aged 84 and was buried two days later at 

Castlereagh NSW
lxvi

.   
 

Here are some samples of the signature of George Lewis over the years. 

 

 

 

 

Sarah died at the age of 88 on 27 April 1871
lxvii

 at Wellington Street, Kingston (this is part of 

Newtown).  Sarah had been living with her sister Mary (widow of Thomas 

Sims) who had a residence at Wellington Street, Newtown
58

 .  She was 

buried on 29
th
 April 1871, at Haslems Creek Cemetery (Rookwood 

Cemetery).   

The grave, at Rookwood Cemetery, of Sarah Lewis and Mary Vanderville 

 

Her sister, now known as, Mary Vanderville was buried in the same grave 

in 1875
lxviii

.Church of England, Section A, Grave 568. (Mary had 

remarried to Robert Vanderville not long before her death). 

 

George Lewis and Sarah Frederick had the following children: 

    

 i. George. Born on 2
nd

 August 1809. He died on 26
th
 June 1811, aged 22 months.

lxix
 

 ii.  William Christopher (twin). Born on 29
th
 April 1811

lxx
. 

  He married Mary McQUADE in 1835
lxxi

.  They had 1 child 

 iii.  John Abraham (twin). Born on 29
th
 April 1811

lxxii
. He died on 19

th
 September 

1875
lxxiii

, aged 64. He married Jane WEST (née Macalvine or Macilveen, a widow) on 

18
th
 March 1861

lxxiv
. Jane died on 6

th
 December 1875. They had 7 children, most of 

whom went to orphanages after their parentsô deaths. 

 iv. Mary Ann. Born on 3
rd

 March 1813
lxxv

. 

Married John DARGIN 27
th
 October 1828 at Sydney

lxxvi
 Died in February 1838

lxxvii
, 

aged 25 from suicide.  Children 2 girls, 1 boy . 

v. Edward born on 8
th
 April 1815. He died on 12

th
 April 1881, aged 66

lxxviii
. He married 

Sarah BROGAN on 25
th
 January 1857

lxxix
 when he was 42.  They had 2 Boys and 2 

Girls (all but the eldest boy died in infancy)  

 vi. Richard (Charles?) Born in 4
th
 April, 1817

lxxx
. Died before 1871  

 vii.  Christopher. Born on 27
th
 December 1818. He died on 29

th
 September 1876, aged 

57
lxxxi

.  On 10
th
 October 1845 aged 26, he married Mary STOLE

lxxxii
. Children  

unknown 
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 viii.  Elizabeth (Betsy). Born on 7
th
 July 1821. She died on 20

th
 August 1862

lxxxiii
, aged 41. 

On 17
th
 May 1842 aged 20, she married David PARKER

lxxxiv
. They had 12 children 

 ix. James. Born on 18
th
 December 1823. He died on 14

th
 May 1893, aged 69

lxxxv
. On 9

th
 

March 1846 when he was 22, he married Susannah COLLITTS
lxxxvi

.  They had 5 

children 

  On 28
th
 June 1857 aged 32, he married for the second time to Caroline 

SULLIVAN
lxxxvii

. They had 3 children. 

x. Eliza  born 16
th
  March 1825

lxxxviii
- died about 1853 

  On 24
th
 March 1846 when Eliza was 21 she married Samuel BYRNES in Wesleyan 

Church, Windsor NSW
lxxxix

. 

Eliza died from a sulky accident before 1854.  No record of death or burial.  Possibly 

buried at Methodist Cemetery Castlereagh - perhaps even in the grave later used by 

her son Alfred and his wife Constance. If not buried there she could be in the Christ 

Church cemetery at Castlereagh. They had 4 children.  

 xi. Emma. Born on 19
th
April 1829.  She died in 26 February 1910

xc
 

  On 22
nd

 January 1850 when Emma was 20, she married James GLAZIER.  

  They had 6 children. 

 

Elizabeth (Betsey) was sent to Sydney Gaol for 6 months (including time in solitary 

confinement) after being convicted of stealing in August 1840.  She was probably living with 

Mary and Thomas Sims in Sydney at the time
59

.  Thomas made an unsuccessful plea to 

Governor Gipps to have her excused from the solitary confinement.
60

 

 

After her release Betsey returned to the Castlereagh area and was married to David Parker not 

long after.  She must have learnt a valuable lesson because by all indications she was a model 

citizen for the remainder of her life. 

 

Christopher Frederick Alfredôs maternal great grandfather 
 

Christopher was born about 1762.  He arrived on 11
th
 

March 1803 on Glatton with his wife and 3 children as free 

settlers. Christopher had been recommended for the colony 

by Mr Moore who worked in Lord Hawkesburyôs office.
61

 

He was married to Mary who was born around 1762.  She 

died on 17
th
 December 1838

xci
. 

 

Christopher had trained as a tailor but he became a farmer 

in the new colony.  Almost nothing is known of 

Christopherôs life before his arrival in Australia. 

 

Christopher and Mary had the following children 

 

  Sarah Born  about 1787 England 

  Married 4
th
 July 1808

lxv 
at St 

Phillips, Sydney to George Lewis 

   Died 27
th
 April 1871

lxvii  
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Mary  Born 1801, in England  

  Married 2
nd

 February 1824
xcii

 at St Johnôs Parramatta to Thomas Sims 

(Simms) (he was a former convict who arrived on the Fortune 2, in 1807.  

They lived in Sydney where Thomas worked as a carpenter/builder)  

   Married 1875 Robert Vanderville
xciii

  Died 17
th
 August 1875

lxviii  

 

 Richard   Little is known about Richard, he may have been a seaman. (Indeed it is 

not certain that their sonôs name was Richard).  There are newspaper 

references to Richard Frederick leaving the colony
 
on a number of 

occasions
62

. On one occasion he was with a Mary Frederick
63

 (this would 

not have been his sister but may have been his wife).  There is also a 

reference to a Mary Frederick having a house in early Sydney town
64

. 

Richard and Mary Frederick were on the Dundee when it was wrecked at 

the mouth of the Hunter River in 1808
65

.  They survived and there is a 

newspaper notice that a Mary Frederick was leaving Sydney on the 

Hindostan in 1810 (this is the ship that took Governor Bligh back to 

England after the Rum Rebellion)
66

.  It is not certain if any of this 

information refers to members of Christopherôs family.  

 

On June 4, 1804 Christopher Frederick was granted 100 acres of land in the district of Evan by 

Governor King
67

.  Payment was 3/- per year to commence after 5 years.  

Note: George Lewisô land grant of 40 acres was on Lot 61 about 10 blocks north of Christopherôs 100 acres 

 

In the 1805-06 Muster, Christopher was shown to have 16 hogs and to have cultivated 14 acres 

of his land. He had planted 7 acres with wheat, 2 with maize, 1 with Barley, and 4 acres were 
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left fallow. The remaining 86 acres were left for pasture
68

.  This level of industry was an 

accomplishment, especially when there is no record of him being assigned convict servants at 

this time, and tools were in short supply.  

 

Governor Macquarie visited the district around the Nepean River and on Thursday 6
th 

December 1810 he proclaimed ñthe Township for the Evan or Nepean District I have named 

Castlereagh in honor of Lord Viscount Castlereaghò
69

   

 

On Thursday 10
th
 January 1811, the Governor again visited the area, and recorded 

in his diary. ñImmediately after Breakfast this morning, about 9 o'clock. Mrs. M. 

and myself in the Carriage, attended by the Gentlemen of our Family, the Surveyor, 

the Revd. Mr. Cartwright, Mr. Cox, and several other Gentlemen set out from 

Windsor to view the intended Scite [sic] for the Township of Castlereagh -- 

proceeding thither the near way through the Woods by the South Creek. On arriving 

on the Heights along which the Township is intended to be erected, we found a 

number of the Inhabitants & Settlers of the Nepean River District waiting for us. 

We all proceeded on Horse-back to view the Grounds, which are beautifully 

situated, fronting and overlooking the River Nepean, and having a full view of the 

lofty Blue Mountains to the westward of that River. The Great Square in the Center 

of the Township having been marked out, the Name of it -- "Castlereagh" painted 

on a Board ! was nailed to a high strong Post and erected in the Center of the 

Square, the more clearly to mark out the Situatation [sic] of the Town: The Burying 

Ground also, about a quarter of a mile in rear of the Square and the principal 

Streets, were marked out by Strong Posts by the Surveyor.ò 
70

 
 

In 1815 when Governor Macquarie again travelled to this district his mood was more sombre.  

In his diary he paints a very unflattering picture of the farms on the banks of the Nepean River.  

  

ñIn this ride I was truly concerned to observe that the Settlers have not made the 

smallest improvement on their Farms since I first visited them in November 1810, 

near Five years ago! -- No Fences or Enclosures or Gardens made, and no new 

Houses built or old ones repaired, and the Settlers themselves living in the same 

Poverty and Sloth as they did then. -- This is a melancholy and mortifying 

reflection, but I fear there is no remedying these lazy habits during the existence of 

the present old generationò
71

. 
 

Perhaps Christopher did not make such a poor impression in 1815, because on 22
nd

 June 1816 

Christopher Frederick was on a list of persons to be issued with cattle from the Government 

herds.
72

   
 

In November 1813 Christopher was taken to court by Robert Campbell the elder for non 

payment of debts of £34.6.9.  In addition to paying his debt he was also issued with costs of 

£4.9.10
73
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In 1818 it appears that Christopher Frederick and his wife travelled to Sydney as witnesses in a 

court case between William Fielder and John Donovan.  Fielderôs attorney, Mr Amos, had 

promised to pay their travel and other expenses to enable them to testify but the money never 

eventuated.  Mr Amos apparently included this cost in his fees to enable them to be paid out of 

the defendantôs (Donovan) judgement costs but neither Mr Amos or the Frederickôs were ever 

paid. Unfortunately I could not locate the transcript of the court case but only the judgement 

Book of the Supreme Court which recorded the results of the trial
74

.  There was a little more 

information available in a short article in the Sydney Gazette which was more concerned with 

the fact that a legal ruling on payment of witness costs had been overturned
75

. 

   

While working on his farm, Christopher Frederick had a number of convicts working for him at 

various times.  John Robinson who arrived on the Batavia was a servant to C Frederick, 

February 1819 to January 1822.  In March 31 1824, John Holland per Hadlow 1818 and 

Thomas Power or Powell per Lord Sidmouth 1821 were mentioned as servants of C Frederick 

in court documents
76

. John Robinson seems to have been a real scoundrel and involved 

Christopher Frederick in a matter that is detailed in a letter to the Windsor Court House in 

October 1823
77

.  
 

In 1825 Christopher was on a list of persons to serve as jurors in the Windsor District.
78

 

By the 1828 Census, Christopher had 60 acres 40 of which were cleared and 25 were cultivated 

and he ran 3 horses and 11 cattle.   He had sold 20 acres to George Bowman in 1818 and 20 

Acres to his son-in-law, George Lewis before 1822
79

. 
 

In the same census he was shown to have the following servants:- 

Fields, Richard aged 26 Government servant Phoenix 1826  7 years Catholic  Labourer 

Holland, John aged 30 Government servant Hadlow  1818 Life Protestant  Labourer 

 

In 1837 Christopher sold 5 acres of his land to 

his grandson, Edward Lewis for £30
80

. Edward 

was the third son of George and Sarah. 

Interestingly, Christopherôs former convict 

servant, John Holland witnessed this 

document.   

 

In 1839 this advertisement was placed in the 

Sydney Gazette
81

.  It seems to indicate that 

Christopher was still living on his land at this 

time.  
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However there is no record of Christopher Frederick in the 1841 census at Castlereagh.  This 

probably indicates that he was living elsewhere, possibly with his daughter Mary. 

In 1851 Christopher sold 60 acres to Thomas and Mary Sims.  The sale of 60 acres was a 

settlement for a £150 debt "for meat, drink, washing, lodging and other necessities, found and 

provided for by Thomas and Mary Sims"
82

.  Mary was Christopher's second daughter. Mary 

Frederick was born in 1801 and married Thomas Sims (1778-1853) in 1824.  She married for a 

second time to Robert Vanderville in 1875.   Mary died on 17 Aug 1875 not long after this 

second marriage. Robert died in 1880, aged 80 years.  Mary was buried in her sister, Sarah 

Lewisôs grave, at Rookwood. There is a more detailed account of Thomas and Mary Sims in a 

separate document. 

Thomas and Mary Sims sold Christopherôs land to John Parker on 23
rd

 June 1851 for a sum of 

£120
83

.  The sale of this land was made within the extended family. David Parker, John 

Parker's son was husband to Elizabeth (Betsey) Lewis (Christopher's granddaughter) who had 

been leasing this land from Christopher Frederick.  This land was eventually developed as 

Parker's Slaughter Yard by another son of John Parker, named Henry. 
 

Christopher died aged 91 years on 25
th
 March 1852.  At the time of his death it seems he was 

living with Mary and Thomas Sims in their house in King Street, Sydney.  Thomas Sims died 

in 1853 and his place of death was also recorded as King Street.  Both their funerals were 

conducted in the Parish of Camperdown.   Thomas left an estate valued under £50 (this did not 

include the value of his house which Mary sold a few years later for £3000).  
 

After Thomas died, records show
84

 that Mary moved house several times, generally in the 

Newtown/Marrickville area. Sarah Lewis, Christopherôs other daughter (wife of George 

Lewis), lived with Mary until Sarahôs death in 1871. Mary died in 1875 and her second 

husband, Robert Vanderville, lived out the rest of his life in the house Mary had bought in 

Susan Street Newtown.  Edward Lewis sold this house in August 1880 for £300 and the 

remainder of her estate was valued at under £40.
85

 Edward did not live very long to enjoy his 

inheritance as he died in April 1881 aged 66. 
 

Over the years the cottages on Christopher's former land (now known as Parkerôs Slaughter 

yard) were occupied by the slaughtermen and their families.  According to the Electoral Rolls 

the three families of Christian Henry Ahmelman, George Lovell Byrnes and John Lack were 

listed as living in that area at different times between 1913 and 1941.  These families were all 

related by marriage to the family of David and Ann Byrnes. George was their great-grandson. 

 

When the documents for the sale of his land are examined it is interesting that Christopher 

signed his name using the German spelling Friedrick.   

There is a possibility that he may have been a soldier at one time and fought for the British as a 

mercenary.   
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The latter years of the 18
th
 Century were an interesting time in history with the American war 

of Independence and the Napoleonic wars.  There were many soldiers from the small German 

principalities who were used as mercenaries and who fought for the British.   

 

The possibility of Christopher being a soldier is supported by the fact that he was given a land 

grant of 100 acres.  This amount of land was usually only awarded to former soldiers. However 

at no point in the records was he ever referred to as having a military history.  In the Ship 

records and early colonial records his profession is always recorded as a tailor. 
 

 

This picture is understood to be of Christopher Frederickôs land.  These buildings are probably 

not the original home since oral history sources mention that a slab cottage was burnt down 

during the 1880ôs.  They are probably remnants from the time the Parker family owned the 

land.  George Byrnes probably lived here when he worked at Parkerôs Slaughter Yard. 
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Chapter 2  Constance's Ancestry 
 

Jonathan and Elizabeth Lovell, Constanceôs parents 
 

Jonathan and Elizabeth  Lovell (both aged 28) and their two daughters Dorothy Barnes aged 5 

and Constance Rhoda aged 20 months arrived as assisted immigrants in Sydney on 23
rd

 May 

1856. Elizabeth's brother Matthew Barnes (aged 21) and sister Martha Barnes (aged 19) also 

travelled on the same boat, the Robert Small.  They followed Elizabeth Barnes' other brother, 

the convict Benjamin Solomon Barnes, who was convicted for setting alight two corn stacks in 

1851. 

 

The Robert Small arrived in Sydney on 23
rd

 May 1856 with 314 immigrants after a passage of 

111 days.  Her passengers consisted of 48 married couples, 59 single men, 75 single women 

and 84 children
86

. 
 

The Barnes family 
 

Elizabeth Barnes was the fourth child of Joseph Barnes 

and Mary Clifton and was baptised in the Church of St 

Mary's Bloxham, in Oxfordshire, England on 3 Feb 1828. 

 

Josephôs parents were John Barnes and Elizabeth Wilkins 

who married on 26
th
 October 1791 in the church of 

Newton Purcell (Oxfordshire)
87

.  The parish records show 

they were both of this parish but it seems likely John 

originally came from Bloxham and they had returned 

there by 1792.  Their first child, Joseph was baptised at 

Bloxham on 22
nd

 December 1792
88

 but he must have died 

sometime later.  They had a second son, also named 

Joseph, who was baptised at Bloxham on 26
th
 June 

1795
89

.  It was this second Joseph who married Mary 

Clifton on 24
th
 July 1820

90
.  Other children of John and Elizabeth Barnes were John, baptised 

28
th
 December 1797, Solomon baptised 28

th
 December 1797 (they may have been twins or just 

both baptised at the same time), Susanna baptised 9
th
 October  1799, Ann baptised 11

th
 

September 1802 and Martha baptised 5
th
 September 1805

91
. 

 

Mary Clifton, wife of Joseph Barnes was the child of John and Hannah Clifton who were 

married at St Maryôs Bloxham on 17
th
 January 1798.  Hannahôs maiden name was also Clifton 

so it is possible John and Hannah were cousins. Mary may have been their only child.  Mary 

was baptised on 19
th
 March 1802. 

 

Joseph and Mary Barnes had twelve children.  They were Susanna, Mary, Matilda, Elizabeth, 

Joseph, Benjamin Solomon, Matthew, Rhoda, Martha, Ann Maria, Miriam and Emma Phebe
92

. 

Four of these children immigrated to Australia.   
 

 

                                                           
86

 SRNSW: NRS 5316, Reel 2138 [4/4793], NRS 5317, Reel 2474, [4/4963], Assisted Immigrants on Robert 

Small 1856 
87

 Plenty E 1990 A Barnes from Bloxham p 9 
88

 IGI Batch No J024232 
89

 Ibid 
90

 IGI Batch No 7250002 
91

 IGI Batch No K024232 
92

 IGI Batch No C024231 

St Maryôs Bloxham 



 Page  29  

Benjamin Solomon Barnes (Constanceôs uncle) 

The first to arrive in Australia was Benjamin Solomon Barnes who was baptised on 30
th
 

December 1831.  In April 1851, Benjamin and some other men were charged with setting fire 

to two stacks of corn and after being tried, he and one other, were found guilty.  They were 

sentenced to ñbe transported for the term of their natural livesò.  Benjamin was transported to 

Western Australia on the convict ship Ramilles, which arrived at Fremantle on 7
th
 August 1854.  

Benjamin received his ticket of leave on 27
th
 August 1856.  In 1860 Benjamin married Sarah 

Alice Bailey and about a year later he was granted a conditional pardon.  By 1866 the family 

have travelled to the east coast and by 1869 they were living at ñBomeraò station near 

Coonabarabran. By this time Benjaminôs sister Elizabeth Lovell, and her family were already 

located at Bomera. Benjamin died on 1
st
 December 1913, aged 81, and is buried in Binnaway 

Cemetery.
 93

 

Matthew Barnes (Constanceôs uncle) 

The other family members arrived on the Robert Small. This included Matthew Barnes and his 

sisters Martha and Elizabeth. Elizabeth arrived with her husband Jonathan Lovell and two 

small daughters.  Matthew arrived in Australia as a single man.  All the Barnes/ Lovell family 

members arrived as assisted immigrants.  They had to pay a fee of £1 towards their passage. 
94

 

Matthew was baptised at St Maryôs Bloxham on 8
th
 March 1835.  After arriving in Australia in 

1856 he became a farm labourer at Bomera Station.  Another passenger on the Robert Small 

was Sarah Sibley, a cook from Burdon, Essex England. Sarah was also working at Bomera and 

they married in 1860
xciv

.  Matthew went on to buy land in the district and became a grazier.  He 

died at Woolshed Creek near Binnaway on 26
th
 September 1915

xcv
.  He had five children. 

Martha Barnes (Constanceôs aunt) 

Martha was baptised at St Maryôs Bloxham on 

30
th
 May 1838.  On the shipping list her 

profession was given as ñStays Makerò.  In 

1857 she was working as a servant for Alfred 

Denison the owner of a pastoral run known as 

Gullendaddy near the Namoi River.  Martha 

married Arthur Price on 18
th
 March 1858

xcvi
.  

Arthur became the Inn keeper at Tambar 

Springs.  They had two daughters before 

Martha died on Christmas Day 1864
xcvii

. 

Elizabeth Barnes (Constanceôs mother) 

Elizabethôs husband was Jonathan Lovell and they had two daughters Barnes Dorothy Lovell 

aged 5 (Christened 6
th
 October 1850 at Bloxham) and Constance Rhoda Lovell aged 20 months 

(Christened 30
th
 September 1855 at Bloxham). 

95
  

Jonathan was the son of Thomas and Mary Lovell.  He was an agricultural labourer and he and 

Elizabeth had married at Tingewick, in Buckingham shire in 1848
96

.  In the shipping records 

their eldest daughter, Barnes Dorothy was recorded as a son named Barnes Doherty Lovell
97

. 
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Bomera Station 
Homestead 

After their arrival in Sydney the family moved to Bomera where Jonathan was employed as a 

labourer.  Bomera was one of the largest of the land holdings in NSW and situated in the region 

between Coolah, Coonabarabran and Gunnedah.   

 

 

 

 

 

Two more daughters were born at Bomera, Sarah Miriam Lovell born 1859 and Laura Phoebe 

Lovell born 1863.  There are no official records of their birth, their year of births were 

estimated from information provided on their marriage certificates. 

Land titles show that Jonathan selected 40 acres in the land district of Coonabarabran.  

Coonabarabran is located on the Castlereagh River.  This and another 240 acres, bought in 

1879 were sold to a George Cohen in 1880.
98

   

During 1875 Jonathan and Elizabeth took over the licence for the "Royal Oak" Hotel at 

Coonabarabran. From Court records we also know that Alfred Byrnes was renting the Box 

Ridge Inn from Jonathan Lovell from 1876 to 1878.  Box Ridge lies on the back road between 

Coonabarabran and Binnaway and was a major transport route for wool and other goods in 

their journey to Sydney. The Inn once catered for the teamsters who were carting produce 

firstly to the Hunter Valley and then on to Sydney.     

In 1880, after Alfredôs bankruptcy, the Lovell's moved from Coonabarabran and took over the 

licence of the Box Ridge Inn.  Alfred had transferred the Hotel License to his Sister-in-law, 

Barnes Dorothy Lovell in August 1878.  
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There is an interesting story about Elizabeth Lovell in the Pickette and Campbell book
99

.  The 

story said that Elizabeth was supposed to be a trained hospital nurse and she became one of the 

town's midwives.  It is possible that she became one of the local midwives but the nursing 

training may not have been true as there is no evidence to support it.  At this time nursing 

training was not required for midwives and may have been a bit of ñpoetic licenceò to gain 

business. Ludwig Bruck reports that there is a long history of quackery in the medical and 

allied professions.  For example, Edmund B Loughnan was practising as a doctor in 

Coonabarabran in the 1880ôs.  He was supposed to have had a long list of qualifications from 

prestigious English Institutions.  According to Bruck, Dr Loughnan was an untrained medical 

practitioner.  This was not at all uncommon at the time, as apparently, there was one untrained 

practitioner for every three who were trained.  ñThese irregular medical practitioners of all 

nationalities are found in every part of Australia, though nowhere in such astonishing numbers 

as in New South Walesò
100

   

Another interesting tale from Pickette and Campbellôs book claims Elizabeth Lovell became 

partial to drink, and at one time tried to slit her throat while she was in the horrors.  Two 

Aboriginal women who worked for her were said to have patched her up. On another occasion 

she was supposed to have tried to chop off her leg with an axe.  After that ñGrannyò went to 

live with her daughter Dorothy at Black Gully near Binnaway Cemetery. Old residents of 

Binnaway, who went to school on Black 

Gully, near the Barnesô home remember 

seeing old óGrannyô Lovell pushing herself 

about the yard on a rocking chair.  This old 

chair, with the rockers almost worn through, 

was in the possession of Mr and Mrs George 

Barnesò until the 1970ôs.  Elizabeth died on 

13
th
 July 1890

xcviii
 and is buried at Binnaway 

Cemetery in an unmarked grave.  There were 

stories in the 1920's of her ghost haunting the 

site of the old Box Ridge Inn. Whatever the 

truth in the tales of her life, she seems to have 

been quite a character.  On her death 

certificate her cause of death is given as a 

ñsore leg from knee to ankle, the latter very 
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